
Owning a pool or spa is a dream come true! It’s your personal oasis for relaxation and fun. But 

when it’s time to refresh the water, you might wonder how to drain it properly without breaking 

any rules or harming the environment. No worries—here’s how to do it legally and responsibly, 

whether you’re on a sewer system or have a septic tank. 

Step 1: Get Prepared (Spy Gadgets Optional, Mission Impossible music 

mandatory) 

Before you get started, gather your gear: a long garden hose, a submersible pump (if you have 

one), and a good attitude. You’re about to embark on a mission to drain your pool or spa like a 

pro. 

Fun Tip: Imagine you’re a top-secret agent tasked with protecting the environment. Your tools 

are your gadgets, and your mission is to keep that water where it belongs—on your property. 

Step 2: Check the Rules (A Little Homework Never Hurt) 

Before you dive into draining, it’s essential to know the rules. Most areas have specific 

guidelines about how to drain pool or spa water. The number one rule: never let the water leave 

your property unless it’s headed into the sewer system. 

Fun Fact: Pool water can contain chemicals like chlorine and algaecides that can harm plants, 

animals, and waterways. That’s why it’s important to handle it responsibly. 

Step 3: Draining into the Sewer System (The Easy Route) 

If your home is connected to a municipal sewer system, you’re in luck! This is one of the easiest 

and most straightforward ways to drain your pool or spa. Here’s how: 

1. Locate Your Sewer Cleanout: This is typically a capped pipe near your home’s 

foundation. 

2. Connect the Hose: Attach one end of the garden hose to the cleanout and the other to a 

submersible pump in your pool or spa. 

3. Drain the Water: Turn on the pump, and let the water flow directly into the sewer. This 

ensures it’s treated properly at your local wastewater plant. 

Fun Idea: While you wait, enjoy some poolside snacks and reminisce about the fun you had 

with that water. It’s a little farewell party before the big drain! 

Step 4: What If You Have a Septic System? (No Worries!) 

If your home uses a septic system, things get a little trickier, but nothing you can’t handle. Here’s 

the lowdown: 



1. Avoid the Septic Tank: Never drain pool or spa water into your septic system. The 

chemicals can disrupt the natural bacterial balance in your tank, leading to expensive 

problems down the road. 

2. Find an Alternative: Direct the water onto a grassy area of your property, away from the 

septic drain field. Make sure the water is dechlorinated (let it sit for a few days, or use a 

dechlorinating agent) before doing this. 

3. Slow and Steady: Drain the water slowly to prevent erosion or flooding. This method 

allows the water to percolate into the soil without overwhelming your septic system. 

Fun Tip: Turn this into a little gardening project! Test the soil before and after draining to see 

how the water affects it. You might discover some interesting changes in your lawn or garden. 

Step 5: Final Cleanup (Mission Accomplished!) 

After you’ve successfully drained your pool or spa, it’s time for a quick cleanup. Remove the 

hose, rinse it off, and tidy up your tools. You’ve just completed a task that’s not only essential 

but also kind to the environment. 

Fun Finish: Celebrate your success with a backyard BBQ or a relaxing evening by your freshly 

drained pool. You’ve earned it! 

Draining your spa or pool doesn’t have to be a headache, even if you’re on a septic system. With 

the right approach, a bit of planning, and a sense of fun, you can ensure that your water is 

drained legally and responsibly, leaving your property and the environment in great shape. So go 

ahead, dive into this task with confidence, and keep the water where it belongs! 


